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1650 W. Foster Ave. Chicago IL 60640 

(773) 561-8496  ☩ ebenezerchurch.org 

Lent 
March 3, 2024   ☩   The Third Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: 

the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the 

statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we 

are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants 

out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways 

commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are 

essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live 

out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

 Masks are welcomed, especially for those who have not been boosted,  

cannot be vaccinated, are at higher risk, or simply prefer to do so. 
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Ebenezer is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. You are welcome here. 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to this 

faith. Welcome to friends new and old. Welcome to people of every age and size, color and 

culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression; every socioeconomic 

and marital status, political conviction, ability and challenge.  

Welcome to believers and questioners, and questioning believers.    

Welcome. 

 

This worship booklet is available in LARGE PRINT and may be recycled (in the baskets near the 

Welcome Center) or taken home. It is also online at ebenezerchurch.org. 

Please silence phones and other devices during the liturgy.  

 

A platform lift is available to access the Sanctuary, Education Center, and Restrooms.  

Please see an usher for assistance. 

Restrooms are located up the stairs under the model ship, or down the stairs on the west side of 

the narthex entry area. 

Postures are a way in which we engage the body in worship. These movements (sitting, standing, 

making the sign of the cross) are optional; please engage in them only as you are comfortable or 

able. 

Children are always welcome in worship at Ebenezer. A nursery is available (the attendant is 

vaccinated, boosted, and masked). A quiet play area is located in the narthex entry area.  

Holy Communion, or the Eucharist, is offered to all who seek the presence of Christ.  

This is a welcome table. 

 

Acknowledgments: Liturgical Material reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.com. NRSV Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. onelicense.net A-704767; CCLI 1875300; Augsburg Fortress 13045. 

Cover artwork: Cleansing of the Temple.  Manuscript illumination, 6th cent., Italy. 

 

 

All are welcome to gather downstairs for refreshments and a time of learning and 

fellowship. The Nursery remains staffed during this time. 

 

http://onelicense.net/
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Gathering     
Words of Welcome    
Prelude Sicilienne    Maria-Theresia von Paradis 

Silence follows; then, the ringing of bells.   

Rise in body or spirit. 

Call to Worship 

Holy One, creator of the stars and seas, 

your steadfast love is shown to every living thing: 

your word calls forth countless worlds and souls; your law revives and refreshes. 

Forgive our misuse of your gifts, that we may be transformed by your wisdom 

to manifest for others the mercy of our crucified and risen Lord.  

Gathering Hymn Be Thou My Vision      
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Greeting         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and 

act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the 

wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Word        
The First Reading    Exodus 20:1-17 

God spoke all these words: 

 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 

shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 

punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 

who love me and keep my commandments. 

 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 

work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 

alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath 

day and consecrated it. 

 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you. 

 You shall not murder. 

 You shall not commit adultery. 

 You shall not steal. 

 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
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 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19 The Stars Declare Gods Glory      

  

The Second Reading  First Corinthians 1:18-25 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength.  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Rise in body or spirit. 
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Welcoming the Gospel The Cantor sings this acclamation, then all repeat it. 

  

The Gospel      The holy gospel according to John.               John 2:13-22 

           Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 

tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 

show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-

six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of 

his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon        Pastor Michael Fick 

Silence for reflection follows. Rise in body or spirit. 

Hymn of the Day    Holy God, Holy and Glorious 
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Affirmation of Faith Though not an historic Creed, contemporary affirmation can help us express 

our faith in new ways. This affirmation comes for the Iona community of 

Scotland. 

We believe that God is Love, so we commit ourselves to reconciliation. We believe that 

God is the light of life, so we commit ourselves to bearing God’s light in our world.  

We believe that Jesus took the form of a servant, so we commit ourselves to serve 

others. We believe that Jesus gives us his Spirit, so we commit ourselves to his work in 

the world.  

We believe that the Spirit speaks through us, so we commit ourselves to proclaim the 

good news of abundant life in the world God loves. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Installation of the Congregational Council and Officers 

Children’s Message 

Prayers of Intercession The response to each intercession is:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, 

who draws all people together through Jesus.  Amen. 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways 

that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in 

our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only 

you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
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Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Meal 

Peace         The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with those around you, being mindful about touch.  

Check your neighbor’s name tag:  

A yellow square indicates a distanced elbow or fist bump is preferred.   

A red circle indicates your neighbor prefers a verbal, distanced greeting only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

Offertory       A Better Resurrection           The Ebenezer Choir 
           Words by Christina Rossetti; music by John Elmquist 

I have no wit, no words, no tears; 

My heart within me like a stone 

Is numb'd too much for hopes or fears; 

Look right, look left, I dwell alone; 

I lift mine eyes, but dimm'd with grief 

No everlasting hills I see; 

My life is in the falling leaf: 

O Jesus, quicken me. 

My life is like a faded leaf, 

My harvest dwindled to a husk: 

Truly my life is void and brief 

And tedious in the barren dusk; 

My life is like a frozen thing, 

No bud nor greenness can I see: 

Yet rise it shall—the sap of Spring; 

O Jesus, rise in me. 

My life is like a broken bowl, 

A broken bowl that cannot hold 

One drop of water for my soul 

Or cordial in the searching cold; 

Cast in the fire the perish'd thing; 

Melt and remould it, till it be 

A royal cup for Him, my King: 

O Jesus, drink of me. 

 

 

For members of the Ebenezer community, an offering is part of our expression of 

gratitude to God. If you are visiting with us today, your presence is already a great gift. 
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Rise in body or spirit.  

Offering Song    Come to the Table of Mercy  

  

Offering Prayer 

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we 

have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this 

holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving     

Dialogue 
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 Preface  

Sanctus       Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

Lord's Prayer      You may pray this prayer in these words; or, in language close to your heart. 
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Invitation to the Table    

 Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. All are welcome at God’s table. 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei       Lamb of God 

   

 

All who seek Christ’s presence in the sacrament are invited. This is a welcome table. 

At the invitation of the usher, you may come forward down the center aisle to receive the 

bread or a gluten-free wafer. Then, dip the bread in the cup of red wine or white grape 

juice, receiving the elements together. If you’d prefer to drink from a chalice, indicate 

this to the server and one will be made available.  
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Hymn        Christ Is the Life 
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Hymn        God, the Sculptor of the Mountains  
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Hymn        All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
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Rise in body or spirit. 

Blessing  

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bless and keep us in grace. Amen. 

Prayer 
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of 

wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the 

name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 

 

Sending 

Benediction 

May God bless us and keep us. May God’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. 

May God look upon us with favor, ☩ and give us peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn     How Great Thou Art    Sing in parts on verse 3. 

 » 
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Dismissal Go in peace. Believe the word that Jesus has spoken.   

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude        La Cinquantaine    Jean Gabriel-Marie 

 

 


